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The Book that Answers 

*4' 

the Burning Question: 

How do you keep 
a rhinoceros 
from charging ? 1 


lere s a delightful < ollection of American riddles and puzzles, illustrated 
yith wonderfully quirky cartoons. 101 American English Riddles will amuse 
ou for hours wf e giving insight into American idioms and humor. 


I 


arry Coiiis has arranged 101 riddles into nine 
>< tions base< I the type of riddle, including: 
Riddles with wt >r with more than one 
h ani ig ■ Riddles that trick you Riddles 
u)t use numbers and logic ■ Riddles that 
se idioms ■ and more! And he has turned 
iem over to illustrator Joe Kohl, whose 
ye-gh it il >irv i cartoons give you clues 
;> the answers —or lead you astray! 
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How many feet are 
there in a yard?’ 


Why did the man quit his job 
as a garbage collector?* 

You'll find help everywhere you need it, 
including explanations of wordplays, 
idioms, and culture. Where helpful, there 
are also dialogues or narratives that show 
howthe language in the riddle is used in 
everyday American English. 


its book will In >lp nonnative speakers of English improve their use of Englis 
it Its most > 'iJt 'il< lining—while nativ * speakers will enjoy seeing these 
avorlte il< J< ties illustrated with such wit and whimsy, 101 American English 
will have you scratching your head in puzzlement or slapping your 

’Ugh with laughter! 

total owny hit credit card. Sec* Riddle 28, v 

mwim oiwoyi dovw in the dumps See Riddle 80. 

tdof MttwJi on howmony people ore standing in it See Riddle 30, 
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101 Amen 



W» , 1 1 Id the chicken 
Hbss the road? 


What has four wheels 
and flies? 



? 




w lint time Is it when the 

OlOdk strikes thirteen? 


Why do flrcfl£hters we r 
red suspenders? 
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In learning a language, people reach a point where they 
are comfortable enough to start using word games, puns, dou¬ 
ble entendres, and even Idioms in joking. Such word games are 
often used In short puzzles called riddles. Riddles are a lux¬ 
ury in any language, as they are used solely to entertain and 
engage one’s listeners. For this reason, they fall outside the 
flow of normal conversation. Instead, they stand as indepen¬ 
dent, humorous bits of banter. One interesting feature of rid¬ 
dles is that they appeal to all age groups, from the wise-and- 
experienced to the very young. 

Riddle* go b.'i- i ' undent times. Originally, they were 

t* 

posed to fenerui *• nspectlon and to teach lessons. They 
were used as part tored rituals, prophecies, and even mat¬ 
ters of Ilf* ail )ne of the most ancient riddles that has 

come down »< ■ ■ im i ■ i riddle of the Sphinx. The Sphinx, a 

mythological • ■ r«>n ' , stood guard over the gates of the city of 

Thebes an<" following riddle of all who passed: “What 

wal v >n ft 1 > • i corning, two legs at noon, and three 

leg; ulgt could not answer the riddle were 

kil 1 >iu» ied Oedipus solved the riddle and 

dea '■ Ho correctly interpreted “the morning” 

as l ’awl on our hands and knees. “Noon” 

rep the period of life when we walk on two feet as 

adi N lght* refer* to our old age, when we must use canes 

tO V.. i. r.. 

Over the years, the nature of riddles has changed. Today in 
America, riddles ere used to mislead, trick, and amuse. They 
have become a staple of American humor. As a linguistic puz¬ 
zle, a riddle can be a test of one’s cleverness or a way to chal¬ 
lenge one’s wits. Solving the riddle is as much a part of the fun 
as asking the riddle. 

In 101 American English Riddles, the solutions and the 
humor to many of the riddles come from the language itself. 
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English in particular has many words with more than one 
meaning. Consequently, these words constitute a vast store¬ 
house of material from which a riddle may originate; for exam¬ 
ple: “How can a leopard change his spots?” Answer: “Move 
from place to place.” The word spot can mean a “mark or 
stain,” like the black spots on the coat of a leopard. It can also 
mean a “particular physical location. ” 

101 American English Riddles include many types of 
language-based humor. The humor in some riddles lies in 
knowing the meaning of an idiomatic expression. Some riddles 
have words that sound alike, but have different spellings and, 
consequently, different meanings. Others are worded to focus 
your attention on a certain part of the question, all in an effort 
to confuse you. All of these riddles stimulate thought about 
language and are enjoyable learning tools for normative speak¬ 
ers of English. 

However, not all riddles depend entirely on word play for 
their humor. In one of the most common types of riddle, the 
expected or logical solution turns out to be the wrong answer. 
For example, to the question “Why do surgeons wei r masks 
during an operation?” one would expect an answer such as, 

“For sanitary purposes.” However, the answer is, “So that if 
they make a mistake, no one will know who did it.” The sur¬ 
prise muling of the riddle makes it funny. 

101 A mi >rlean English Riddles has nine sections. Each sec 
tio i coat i riddles that all rely on one type of language game 
or logic i' th« ir humor. The title of each section hints at the 
nature of the ri<Idles to follow. Each riddle is accompanied by 
an illut i itlon that extiggerates the humor of the riddle by 
focusln g on 11 Utera mei inlng or that hints at its solution. 

Those riddles Llutt in particularly advanced language 
or grammar are f< illowe> l by /in explanatory note or dialogue 
that presents the i/u gn.o'• 1 m in normal usage, exposing the 
student to natur i a srloan language samples. Many of the 
examples also contain oontMnporary < xpressions and idioms 
that will help to further develop the nonnative speaker’s 
understanding of American English 

101 American EngUsh 1 i a fun way to eqjoy Eng¬ 

lish and to learn it at the same time Hoc/iuseof the quirky 
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humor and illustrations, native speakers of English can also 
laugh at the riddles, though many will already be familiar. 

Take your time with these riddles. Look at the clues that 
point toward the solution, and see if you can arrive at the 
answer on your own. Here’s one to start with: 

In the beginning, I seem mysterious, hut in the end I’m 
nothing serious. What am I? 

A riddle I 



Section One 

You Can’t Have One 
Without the Other 

These riddles contain compound words. 

These are words that combine two or more 
words into a single unit. To solve the riddles, 
you have to distinguish the meanings of the 
compound words from the meanings of their 
separate parts. 



What is a doughnut? 





who is crazy about money. 


A doughnut tn a m«'< I < ike shaped like a ring. In slang, 
doufh also miMum "money,” and nut can mean “a crazy 

oreooontrlo pirton ' l i you are a nut for something, it 

mean/i Uiat you art* oxtremely enthusiastic about it. 


A u ti l ml. y i well. How about getting some coffee with 

me? 

B: Oof t• i ghnut sounds great! So, what have you been up to 

lately? I haven't itin you for awhile, 

A: Actually, I‘v« \mmt\ w< irking around the clock in my new business. 

B: Oh, you ihi hig bucks, huh? I never thought you’d be so 

dedicated to money l You’re becoming a real “doughnut”! 

A: Yeah, and a health nut, too. I don’t eat doughnuts anymore—they 
have too much fat i 






What kind of pool can’t 
you swim in? 



A car pool. 

A pool is i ;u i ml I body of wat,* >p. It can also refer to a com¬ 
mon suppJ.y <■ i Bomothlntf. h as money, that can be 
usedby anumher of pooplo !•'< example, when people 
drive together In UlS MUM oiu- to save gas and money, 
it’s called a oar pod. 


John and Brittany, al ig with eev end nf their school friends, 
were invited for a swim at U is < 1*j i •< x»i The Garcias’ house was 

far away and the kids wanted to drive toget her to save gas. They went 
in two car pools and spent the whole m swimming. 
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How do you make an 
eggroll? 



Push it. 

Am •OroU It a Chinese food made of dough wrapped 
around vegetables, egg, herbs, and spices. Of course, an 
•U i ■ » so stood itself. To roll is to move something by 
turning It round and round. 


Septeintwr iiJi at Twain Elementary School is the Sixth Annual 
Intern&tlc)nal f Day. There will be games like the wheel- 

l arrow race 1 Mm » w, n <llii]g contest. We’ll also have international 
foods, including crepei, borscht, and eggrolls. 
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What suit lasts longer 
than you do? 



A lawsuit. 


A suit is a set of matohlnf clothes that are worn 
together, especial y for business wear. A lawsuit is an 

action taken in a e< ni ■ t. > ustice. 


Mr. Kim was worried. , >< >ar in court because a 

lawsuit was being brought ugal . < n se, he dressed up in his 

best suit for the trial so th at ho would : k nim for t he judge and Jury. 


6 





Why did the little hoy 
throw the butter out the 
window? 




o see the butterfly. 


Butter i' 1 iduct made from cream. To fly means 

I air. (A fly is an ugly insect that can 


do thin it A butterfly, though, is a beautiful insect with 



a . i *y w t uit itrt you doing with, that stick of butter? 
i n out the window. I want to see the 

butter fly. 

A I) n‘t be silly I Butin r can’t fly! But a butterfly can. Let’s 
go into U i* > u I set * if we can find one. 
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What room can you 
bounce around in? 



A ballroom. 


To bounoe means “to move up and down after hitting the 
grount To bounc< around means “to move all around,” 
usually in a very large space. Ball has two meanings. 
Normally it means “a round object that bounces”—for 
example, a soccer bJtll A. ball can also be a big formal 
party, usually with d.Lnclng, and a ballroom is a large 
room for dancin;. 


Jessica and Paxil wer> ■ < >i • • < 1 t ie first couples to arrive at the 
school gymnasium, which 1 1 turned into a ballroom for the 
night of the big dance. They had n 11 larvelous time bouncing around 
the dance floor from dusk until dawn. However, everyone had abig 
surprise when one of the storage room doors flew open, and dozens of 
basketballs rolled out onto the dance floor. It was really a “ball room” 
then I 
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7 What helps you keep 

your teeth together? 



Toothpaste. 

Toothpaste is thn substance you use when you brush 
your teeth. Paste also refers to glue, which makes things 
stick together. 


Sally’s dentist told her she has two rotten teeth that must be 
pulled. She can’t believe It, because she uses a really good toothpaste. 
Now she wishes the dentist could use a different “tooth paste” to glue 
her teeth in her mouth I 
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How do you make a 
lemon drop? 



Hold it and then let it go. 

A lemon drop la a hunt, lemon-flavored candy that has 
been popular In Amerl « >r many, many years. Of 
course, a lemon ia i fruit, find to drop means “to let 
something fall.” 


Jimmy was sitting i m t roe eating lemon drops and 
watching a baseball game. A 1 1 of a «u* 1< Inn , o ie of the team’s star play¬ 
ers hit a home run and the ban*t >nJI « «> • t lying into Jimmy’s tree. It 
made a lemon drop, and Jimmy tnui < n ;n on his head for two 
weeks! 
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Why did the boy throw a 
bucket of water out the 
window? 



He wanted to see the waterfall. 

Waterfall is a compound word that refers to water 
falling straight down over rocks, usually from a high 
place. For example, Niagara Falls is a famous waterfall. 
The meaning of this compound word is easy to under¬ 
stand from the separate words that make it up: water 
and fall. 


A: Hey, you guys, wl wit. are you doing? Why is there a bucket of water 
on top of the door? 

H Wo’re waiting for John to get home. He went on a hike out to the 
waterfall today. 

A Ooh, boy, when i»« comes home, he’ll see another kind of water 
fall I 

B Shi i 1 hear him coming! 
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What is a drill team? 



A group of dentists who work together. 

A drill t eam ■ >letters who practice over and 

over until they can marc) 1 together and move their guns 
from side to ■ > all at the same time, with exactly the 
same motion- t rill taainnoften perform in parades. In 
this context, dr 11 li nana *to j > rt ictice over and over. ” A 
drill is also the t< 5 iiilmitiHi . < >s to make holes in teeth. 


Fred and Bill were h ucldlai They were on the same 

drill team, practicing their rnlilta Ide hy side every morning. 

After they left the army, t bto« " c < <ntists and continued to 

work together. Their client,?; l/iug! i t their favorite “drill 

team.” 
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Why did the truck 
driver drive off the 
edge of the cliff? 
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He wanted to test his air brakes. 


brakes are I,fie brakes on large vehicles. They use air 
)sure for their power. 



* 1 • rtuki i modi to be cautious when going down long, 

u*c-p hilI m I i *M" the brakes too much, the air pressure in the 

111 he air pressure gets too low, the drivers 
>i /it all. Then they would really be testing 


ihilr "air brakes " 
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Section Two 


What Could It Be? 

The riddles in this section all ask you to guess 
what something is from a description. But be 
careful! Many of them contain words with more 
than one meaning, and all of them are designed 
to trick you! 





What has a fork and 
mouth, but cannot 
eat? 



A river. 

A fbrk is the pointed tool you use to carry food from 
your plate to your mouth. But a fork is also the place 
n 11 ' l river or a road splits and goes in two different 
directions. The mouth of a river is where the river 

enters the ocean. 


As liOdk up ahSftri • There’s a fork in the river. Which direction should 

we lake? 

• Step U t he rt 11 ? :! i* V the side that leads down to the mouth of 
the river. Weil b# thei'e in about two more hours. 

A Two hour'll IV IMii tf»*t out of the boat then, and find a place to eat. 

I*m hungry, and the only mouth I care about right now is mine! 

S All you aver think /ihout is & knife and fork... 
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What has two hands 
and! a face, but no 
arms or legs? 



A clock. 


The haxu; « f «<: •* of the human body, of 

course. But the hands of a dock or of a watch are the 
two pieces of metal or plastic that point to the numbers. 
The face is th«* t lat part that the numbers are on. 


Jason has to toko 1»it al*rvn olook to the jeweler to be repaired. 
When it went off this mor nlng, ln» w*/i vm y sleepy, so he took it in 
both hands and threw it on tho I 1 lands of the clock broke off, 

and the face was dame »»d. You should hav« l the look on his face 
when he saw what he had dont I 
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What can he 
measured, but 
has no length, 
width, or thickness? 



Your temperature. 


To measure something is to find out how much of that 
thing there Is, or how big the thing is. When a person is 
alok, the skin may become very hot. Then we say that 
' f>«'; ■ r ;<>n tuu a temperature. Temperature is mea- 
aurod with a thermometer. 


■I Wtmt'M the matter with you? You look terrible 1 

Pi I wee upeUirf ng the bathroom for the new carpet, and 

nmiiinidv t ?»lt very weak. 

Yikes, you’re burning up! Let’s take 
L SOUr tempereture That way we can measure just how sick you 



What doesn’t ask 
questions, but needs 
to be answered? 






Thu telephone. 

When the telephone ring* you answer it by picking up 
the receiver and Sftylntf "HelloV 


A: 


B: 


Would someone pleas# answer Ihel phone?? It’s ringing off the 
hook! 

OK, OK, rn get it...Heli(>V A survey? Nn. i don't have time to 
answer your questions. Murry I (oUok I 


Oerotln* we* not very good as a waitress. Every time she tried to 
• bottle of win# tor her customers, she ended up pushing the 
m*rk down Into the neck Her boss was ready to wring her neck, he 

wen to entry i *9ML 

H si 









What comes down, but 
never goes up? 



Rain. 


When rain fklls, Wt I r. coining down. Of course, 
rain can't • up nUl it i.porates and goes back to the 
sky. 


Tom and K&rtm -wm very disappointed. They had planned to go 
up in a hot air bail<><>n true afternoon i Jnft i*tunately, the sky got 
cloudy around noon, i by Km look U m rain was coining down 
hard. It really was raining < at* and dopi Ny nighttime, the water had 
already gotten up over the driveway, and they couldn’t even get the 
car out to go to the movies. 
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What is black when it 
is clean and white 
when it is dirty? 



A blackboard. 

A blackboard Is the thing on a classroom wall that the 
teacher writ< ofi w I u m explaining something to the 
class. Not all blackboards are black, though. Many are 
green, but th< >y’re still called “blackboards.” You write on 
a blackboard wit ha piece of white chalk. 


Every time the teacher covered the blackboard with writing, 
Toshi would offer to stay after class to clean it. It was a dirty job, but 
somebody had to do it. The teacher was allergic to chalk dust, so sj4e 
was very grateful for Toshi’s help. Needless to say, Toshi was the 
teacher’s pet I 
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What has ears, hut 
can’t hear? 



Corn. 

Ears are what you Iwlt with. Corn, one of America’s 
most popular vegetables, also has ears. These are long 
cylinders that grow OQtlM n plant. An ear of corn is 
covered with n iws of yellow grains called kernels. 


The MacDonal< 1 ley love the months of July 

and August, because t '• whon (hi oom ripens. They stop at the 
farm stands along th <\ < • and buy ears of com fresh from 

the field. They take it home end boll It < He unetlmes they roast it on 
the barbecue, too.) The whole fkmlly Inver corn on the cob dipped in 
melted butter! I couldn’t be 1 lev# n\y •at* when Mrs. MacDonald told 
me her husband can eat tl I etri f >y himself at one meal! 



What has teeth, hut 
can’t chew? 



A comb. 

Teeth are the hard white parts of your mouth that are 
used for chewing food. The teeth of a comb are the indi¬ 
vidual points that are all in a row. Gears and zippers also 
have teeth. 


A: Joel, would you pi rase get that comb out of your mouth? You’re 
going to chip u t <)(>th chewing on it like that I And if one of the 
comb’s teeth breaks off, you could choke on it! 

B: Mom.... I 

A: Here, if you hav» • t«> chew on something, have a piece of sugarless 
gum. It’s much better for your teeth. And then I want you to go 
brush your teeth and comb your hair. We need to leave for church 
in fifteen minutes. 
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What goes up and 
down but doesn’t 


move? 


✓'A 



A staircase 



Usually, when wo 

up oi goes down 

to another by 
things that d< 
but that, are used 

up or go down 





that something or someone goes 
moan that it moves from one place 
or lower. However, some 
-like stairs, ladders, or roads— 

I n this way are also said to go 



A: Excuse i no s of Rogers and Dolinski Asso¬ 

ciates. I think t.hty’ne on the m**" • i 1 floor. Can you tell me how to 
get up them quickly? I’m let* Ibr a Job interview. 

B: Yes, ma’am. If<v , the stairs, it’s a lot faster 

than waiting ' <■•••. -v .■ t ti m p over there leads to the 

staircase. Take t: ••• ai™ u> Die s«eond floor. When you come 

o 

out the door at the top of thu ■UUrn, you’ll he right across from 
Rogers and DoUnsK). Asm »<uaUmi 

A: Great! Thanks for your hnlpl Pm really up for this interview. Wish 
me well I 
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Section Three 

Double Your 
Pleasure 

In this section you will find more riddles in 
which words have more than one meaning. 



Why did the boy put 
his radio in the 
refrigerator? 



He wanted to hear cool music. 

Cool has two meanings. It can mean “somewhat cold.” In 
everyday speech, cool can also mean “wonderful, excit¬ 
ing, great.” 


A: Wowl What a great song! 

B: You said it I This station plays ready cool music. I could listen for 
hours. 

A: Me too. Hey, tell you what, let me get us a nice, cool drink from the 
fridge, and we can just sit back and listen for awhile. 

B: Cool! Sounds like a great idea! 
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What has four wheels 
and flies? 



A garbage truck. 


Flies is the third pors* >n singular of the verb to fly, 
which means i >ve through the air.” But flies is also 
the plural of f own fly, which is a common household 
insect that you ! fl g him >und garbage or dead, rot¬ 
ting things. 


There was a lot of exriutmeni )um «»ut Ide of town today. It seems 
that one of the city gar* i * I wiu «p<•<»ding. The driver couldn’t 

stop, and the truck went i [ off the road. It flew over a fence and 
landed in a field with all fou i -» ur. All the garbage spilled 

out. You’ve never seen so many nine m all your life l 
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Where was Solomon’s 
temple? 



g g 


At the side of Solomon’s head. 

A temple is a place of worship in some religions. 
Solomon was a king of ancient Israel who built a famous 
temple in Jerusalem. The temple is also the side part of 
the head, just in front of and above each ear. 


A: I’ve got a splitting headache 1 My temples have been hurting all 
day. 

B: Do you have any Idea what brought it on, Dad? 

A: I’m not sure. I went to the temple this morning for the early ser¬ 
vice, so I didn’t have t me for breakfast. 

B: That must have done it I 
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What has four wheels 
and flies? 



A garbage truck. 


Flies is th<' third person singular of the verb to fly, 
which means “to move through the air.” But flies is also 

the plural of U in fly. which is a common household 

insect that you find flying around garbage or dead, rot¬ 
ting things. 


There was a lot oi « tnl )u*t outside of town today. It seems 

that one of the city garbage in lOkft w» ipe< -ding. The driver couldn’t 
stop, and the truck went fly) ng off the n >ad It flew over a fence and 
landed in a field with all four w finals in tin war. All the garbage spilled 
out. You’ve never seen so many flint in all yourlifel 
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Where was Solomon’s 
temple? 





At the side of Solomon’s head. 

A temple is a place of worship in some religions. 
Solomon was a king of ancient Israel who built a famous 
temple in Jerusalem. The temple is also the side part of 
the head, just In front of and above each ear. 


A: I’ve got a split! in/.' headache! My temples have been hurting all 
day. 

B: Do you have any Idea what brought it on, Dad? 

A: I’m not sure. I went to the temple this morning for the early ser¬ 
vice, so I didn’t have time for breakfast. 

B: That must have done it I 
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If you don’t feel well, 
what do you probably 
have? 



A pair of gloves on your hands. 

Feel can refei to < >ne'i healt h or one’s emotional state. 
For example,. Ml MU feel sick, or feel sad. 

Feel can also r<>fer u»your tense of touch. We feel things 
with our finger: < 


A: What’s the matter, Garth? You if lookli ig quite pale. 

B: I don’t know what’s wrong, but I'm really feeling lousy. 

A: Gome here, let me feel your forehead iu id see if you have a fever. 
B: I don’t think I do. I mayjust be feeling tired. 
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What kind of coat is 
made without buttons 
and is wet when you 
first put it on? 



A coat of paint. 

A coat is a piect»of clothing that covers your other 
clothes. A coat can also be a thin covering of some sub¬ 
stance such as i >aint or dust all over a surface. 


A: Wow! I like the imw color you’re painting the living room! 

B: Thanks, but be c.in 'ful. I just put on the first coat and it’s still wet. 
Here, let me tak- v<>ur coat. I’ll hang it up in the closet and we’ll 
get started painting the dining room. 
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What kind of cake 
tastes awful? 



A cake of soap. 


A cake is a baked sweet made from flour, eggs, and. other 
ingredients. A bar < >f soap <^an also be referred to as a 
cake of soap. 


A: Hi, Jane. Where are you oft to? 

B: Oh, I’m going to the 1 birthday cake for my son. 

How about you? 

A: I’m heading for the drug store. I need a couple of cakes of soap, 
some baby powder, and some aspirin 
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How do you keep a 
rhinoceros from 
charging? 



Take away his credit cards. 

To charge means “to rush at someone or something to 
attack it. ” To charge something also means to pay for an 
item by using a credit card. 


A: I heard you went on a safari. How did it go? 

B: Great! But wo had a scare—out of nowhere, a huge tiger came 
charging at usj. Thank heaven we were able to scare him off with 
rifle shots I 

A: That sounds e> < 3 1 ting. Tell me, was the trip expensive? 

B: It certainly was. I had to charge the plane tickets to my credit 
card. It will take me months to pay off! But it was worth it. 






Wtiat’s the best way to 
make pants last? 



Main the jacket first. 

To last ii.« t fit ay \ n £< >< >< 1 .*ind usable condition.” 
Last also d I) m M MMthlng that comes after every¬ 
thing else. The final person or thing in a series is last. 


A: I like your new suit. It KoofcSfTMl cm you! Who’s your tailor? 

B: Nick Stratos, ovo < Ml Hi Ml Every thing he makes lasts 
forever. 

A: The last time I we i to the tailor. the in-m fell out of my pants the 
very next day. 
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How many feet are 
there in a yard? 



It depends on how many people 

are standing in it. 


A foot is a measure of distance used in the U.S. It equals 
about 30.48 cm. Three feet equal one yard, another dis¬ 
tance of measure (=0.9144 meter). A foot is also a body 
part, of course, and a yard is also the grassy area 
around a house. 


The Thompson;yard measures 60 feet by 30 feet (20 yards by 10 
yards). They planted a huge garden there this spring. Unfortunately, 
because it’s such a i cce big yard, all the kids from the neighborhood 
come to play there. With all those little feet trampling the flowers and 
plants, the Thompsons have a hard time keeping the yard looking nice. 
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What can you serve, 
but never eat? 



A tennis ball. 

To serve meant “t,<> j >ut food in front of someone.” Serve 
is also a term used in the game of tennis. It means “to 
start the game by hit t mg the ball to one’s opponent.” 


A: Did you erjoy the tennis match? 

B: I sure did! I was particularly impressed with how well Bettina 
serves. She hit the ball - uid fast that the other player 

could hardly see it coming 

A: I agree. Now that the match ii over, I could go for a sandwich and 
a drink. Do you know if they* re null serving lunch in the coffee 
shop? 

B: No, let’s find someplace else t< i» it I’he service in there is always 
terrible. 
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Where can you find 
the largest diamond in 
the world? 



On a baseball field. 

A diamond is a beautiful, clear stone used in jewelry, but 
it is also the name of the playing field in the game of 
baseball. A baseball diamond is shaped something like 
the stone. 


Although the most perfect diamonds are mined in far-off lands, 
in America there an i diamonds that are much bigger and more pre¬ 
cious. Any American can tell you that these diamonds are found on a 
baseball field! 
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Section Four 


Why Ask? 


These riddles all have simple, perfectly logical 
answers—hut the questions are designed to 
make you think that there is a more complex 
answer. So, keep it simple and try not to think 
too much, and you’ll be successful. 









Which hand should 
you stir soup with? 



Neither. You should use a spoon! 

Bet you thought this was a question of table manners! 


Timmy, get you)' fingers out of your soup! You have better man- 
i lers than that I Ub i your spoon to stir it! And remember to keep your 
<>ther hand in yoi it lap. That’s how polite people eat. 
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If six children and 
two dogs were under 
just one umbrella, 
how come none of 
them got wet? 



It wasn’t raining. 

How come is a very int< >rmal way of asking “why?” 


A: Ijust saw the strarv* - thing at the bus stop. There were all these 
kids and two dogs huddled under a single umbrella! 

B: Why is that so strange? 

A: Well, mainly because it’s net ran mg! 
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What’s the best way to 
win a race? 



Run faster than anyone else. 

When many Americans read this riddle, they might first 
think of a famous saying, “Slow and steady wins the 
race,” which is often true. However, the answer to the 
riddle is always true. 


A: (loach, what > you think I should do if I want to win the race this 
Saturday? 

i * Well, An' tch your diet this week, do your stretching exer¬ 

cises, and 1 want you to train for two hours every day. 

A And that will make me win? 

H ' Hiat and rum 1 1 1 ig 1 i ke the wind. The only real way to win a race is 
to get to the finish line before anyone else does. 
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What has no 
beginning and no end? 



A circle. 


This is actually an ai iclent riddle. It’s not very funny, but 
it sure has stayed around for a long time! 


Jacob is really depn h-mckI I In doesn’t feel as though his days have 
a beginning or end. He Jum i * ind In circles all the time, and 
doesn’t think he’s getting ai iy w h •• i »* W\lat he needs is a goal that he 
can move toward, so he can get f this vicious circle. 
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Why did the chicken 
cross the road? 



To get to the other side. 

This is probably the most famous American riddle of all 
time. It’s particularly popular with five-year-olds who’ve 
just discovered riddles. 


A Watch out! There fire a bunch of chickens running across the road 
up there! Wfiat do you think they’re doing? 

B I don’t know M wolf or some other animal is chasing them. 

A There aren’t any wo lves around here. The answer may be simpler 
than that. Maybe they just want to get to the other side of the 
road I 
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Why do lions eat raw 
meat? 



Because they can’t cook. 

Raw meann n< )t < ked." Many Americans do not like 
meat or fish that not < no ked all the way through, and 
many are veg< u*i um t>«»< ause they don’t like the idea of 
eating meat. 


The Jeffersons weiit ring trip through the Southwestern 

desert last summer. One day they went on a hike and saw a coyote 
eating a rabbit it had Just h. 1 11 • ■' 1 When they cooked dinner that 
evening, they were very cai'niui i iko their hamburgers well-done. 
They had seen enough raw meat i hat < lay l 
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How can you jump off 
a fifty-foot ladder 
without getting hurt? 



A fifty-foot ladder would be more than 15 meters high, 
but the first rung, or step, is only about one foot off the 
ground. 


A \ had a real scare this morning. You know I’m having my house 
painted. Well, i hoard a lot of noise out in the yard, so I rushed out 
to see what ! 11 \ i >pened. The foreman told me that one of his 

workers had fallen ofi a ladder. 

B: Oh, no, that awfUll Weis he hurt? 

A No...as it turi ut, he had fallen from the third rung, so it was 

(>nly about three feet. But he had knocked over four buckets of 
paint all over the tfniss and hushes! 
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Which football player 
wears the biggest 
helmet? 



The one with the biggest head. 

American fo< >tball l;i i very aggressive sport. Players 
must wear helmets to protect their heads, and shoulder 
pads to prevent injury w 1 ien they hit other players with 
their bodies. All the different playing positions, though, 
wear the same uniform. 


A: Come on, guys, try <>n t • uniforms for size. Our first game is on 
Saturday. 

B: Coach, are there ary larger hwlmete? This one’s too small for me. 
A: That’s because your hem! i j 1 g from thinking you’re the most 
important player on the team, Wilson I Here, try this one. 
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Why does a firefighter 
wear red suspenders? 



To keep his pants up. 

Suspenders are pieces of elastic that men wear over 
their shoulders and attach to their pants to hold them 
up. Red is the color usually associated with firefighters. 


Everyone in th »firehouse was really exhausted. The alarm had 
Mounded seven times on their shift. Every time they got hack to the 
Hro station, the alarm would go off again, and they would have to pull 
hack on their protective pants, slip their arms through the sus¬ 
penders, put on their helmets, and climb hack onto the truck to go out 
one more time. 
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When is it had luck to 
have a black cat 
follow you? 



When you are a mouse. 


According > i ■ 1 t it.ion, it is bad luck for a black cat to 
walk aero;;.". y< >ur path This is particularly true if the cat 
is big enough to oat v >u 


Linda was haviru i terriMi* day. On her way to work, a black cat 
ran out into the str* >et »m • • i i ier car. She swerved to miss it, and 

hit a parked car. Then ev(«r.v' h1 1 tg wnnt wrong at work. When she got 
home, she discovered that i t t an in her closet and had ruined 
some of her best clothes. She hurt /mperstltious, but she did wonder if 
that black cat had anything to < nth all of this. 
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Why do we dress baby 
boys in blue and baby 
girls in pink? 



Because they can’t dress themselves. 


The traditional color for baby boys’ clothing and blankets 
is pale blue, and for baby girls it is pink. If you don’t 
know what the sex of the baby will be, you can give gifts 
of yellow clothing, which is considered appropriate for 
either boys or girls. 


A Did Melissa have her baby yet? 

4 Yes, she did, a little hoy. She dresses him in the cutest little blue 
designer outfits I 

A l >esigner (mtfltal Isn’t that overdoing it for a new baby? 

il I'm sure if he oould dress himself, he’d choose something dif¬ 
ferent! 




53 







What kind of bushes 
do rabbits in 
California sit under 
when it rains? 





Wet ones. 

You don’t ne< >d U k now i mything about botany to answer 
this riddle. 


Ellen and her brother Mikn wei*e out in the park when it started 
to pour down rain. They rat u for a >vor under a huge bush. They soon 
discovered that they were shari t if 1 this bush with a whole family of 
rabbits. The leaves of the bush were wet with rain, but the people and 
animals underneath were dr as a boon 

Kr 
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What time is it when 
the clock strikes 
thirteen? 



p 



Time to get a new clock. 

Americans almost never use the 24-hour clock, except 
in the military. We usually specify “morning” hy using 
A.M. or in the morning after the time, and “evening” 
by using P.M. or in the evening or at night. An Ameri¬ 
can may not know what you mean if you say something 
is happening at “13 o’clock.” 


Jocelyn whs trying to fall asleep last night when the grandfather 
In the hallway began to chime. ...ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen... 
Thirteen! Shiv realized that the clock must he on the fritz again. If the 
•hop could r t fix It this time, she knew she would just have to buy a 
n**w clock. The :;1 > pens at 10 o’clock in the morning, and Jocelyn 

derided she won l be there as soon as they opened their doors. 
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Section Five 

Mind Twisters 


These riddles are designed to trick you. Read 
the questions very carefully! 





If a rooster laid an egg 
on top of a pointed- 
roof henhouse, which 
side would the egg roll 
off? 



Neither. A rooster can’t lay eggs. 


A rooster is a male chicken. The female is called a hen. 
Obviously, only the female can lay eggs. 
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There was a big alligator 
walking down the street 
with a little alligator. The 
little alligator was the big 
alligator’s son, but the big 
alligator wasn’t the little 
alligator’s father. Who was 
the big alligator? 



The little alligator’s mother. 





If an electric train 
travels ninety miles an hour 
in a westerly direction, and 
the wind is blowing from 
the north, in which direc¬ 
tion will the smoke blow? 



There is no smoke from 
an electric train. 
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Who can jump higher 
than a house? 



Anyone! A house can’t jump. 





Two fathers and two 
sons went fishing. Each 
fisherman caught a fish, 
yet only three fish were 
caught. How is this 
possible? 



A boy, his father, and his grandfather 

went fishing together. 















At this moment, 
everyone in the world 
is doing the same 
thing. What is it? 




Getting older. 


If you dropped a 
tomato on your toe, 
would it hurt much? 



Yes, if it were in a can. 
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How much dirt is 
there in a hole exactly 
one foot deep and one 
foot wide? 



None. A hole is empty. 

You don’t need to know anything about American mea¬ 
surements to find the answer to this riddle! 




Two teachers teach at 
the same school. One is 
the father of the other’s 
son. What relation are 
they to each other? 



Husband and wife. 
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What can you hold in 
your left hand, hut not 
in your right hand? 



Your right elbow. 

Try it if you don’t believe us I 
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Can a man living in 
New York be buried in 
California? 



No! He’s still living! 
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Section Six 

How’s Your Math? 


These riddles all use numbers to keep you from 
finding the solution. Think as logically as 
possible! 



A cowboy had twelve 
cows. All but nine 
died. How many cows 
did he have left? 



Nine. 

The quantity following the phrase all but or all except 
will always tell you how many of something are left. Usu¬ 
ally, though, all but suggests that what remains is only a 
•mall part of the original number or amount! 
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Two men were playing 
checkers. They played 
five games. Each man 
won the same number 
of games. How is this 
possible? 



They played different people. 
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How many books can 
you put into an empty 
school bag? 



NTone. If you put a book in it 
the bag is no longer empty. 












A donkey was tied to a 
rope six feet long. A bale 
of hay was eighteen feet 
away, and the donkey 
wanted to eat the hay. 
How could he do it? 



Easily, if the other end of the 
rope wasn’t tied to anything. 

The answer would have been different if the riddle had 
said the donkey was tied up with the rope, and not just 
tied to it. For your information, 6 feet =1.83 meters, and 
18 feet = 5.49 meters. 
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If you have five 
potatoes and you have 
to divide them equally 
among three people, 
what should you do? 



Mash them first. 



If there were six 
crows sitting on a 
bench and a hunter 
shot one of them, how 
many would be left? 



None. The noise of the gun would 
frighten the others away. 
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A girl was nine on her 
last birthday, and she 
will be eleven on her 
next. How is this 
possible? 



Today is her tenth birthday. 
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If you count twenty horses 
on your right going into 
town, and twenty horses on 
your left coming home, how 
many horses have you 
counted in all? 





Twenty. You counted the same 
horses coming and going. 
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Three minutes, if they’re 
in the same pot. 

There’s an old proverb, “Don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket” (which means, “Don’t risk everything you have 
on one solution”). Apparently this doesn’t apply to pots. 
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How do you make 
seven even? 



Take off the s. 

even is an odd number: that is, it can’t be divided by 
two. The opposite of an odd number is an even number. 
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Section Seven 

Watch Your 
Language! 

The language in these riddles may lead you off 
in the wrong direction. The wording is designed 
to trick you, so be ready for unexpected 
answers! 




Meat. 

If people are heavy, they weigh a lot. We might say that 
they are overweight. However, a person can weigh 
other things by putting them on a scale. 


Mr. Brown, the butcher, was a big guy who was somewhat over¬ 
weight. One day, while he was weighing some steaks for one of his 
customers, his scale broke down and he had to weigh the meat again 
on another scale. 
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What is the best 
exercise for losing 
weight? 



Pushing yourself away from the table. 

Americans sometimes seem obsessed with exercise and 
losing weight. There i .re many ways to lose weight. One 
is exercise, but an<>ther is to limit what you eat. 


A: Another piece of cakoV 

B: No, thanks. I’m trying to t iU- off a couple of pounds. 

A: Aw, come on I You can exorcise to do that! 

B: True. But I’ve found that the best way to keep off the weight is just 
to push myself away from the table when I’m full! 
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What’s the difference 
between a hill and a 

nill? 



One is hard to get up, 
the other is hard to get down. 

To get has lots of meanings, especially when it’s followed 
by a preposition. To get up a hill means “to climb it.” To 
get something down can mean, among other things, “to 
swallow something.” 


While on a camping trip, Steven realized that he was out of shape. 
He breathed harder and harder as he tried to get up to the top of the 
mountain. He tried eating a chocolate bar to give him more energy, but 
he was breathing so hard that he had trouble getting it down. 
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What occurs once in a 
minute, twice in a 
moment, and not once 
in a hundred years? 



The letter in. 


The answer to tin riddle requires that you look at the 
spelling of the w< >rds, not their meanings! 



A: Gosh, this crossword pi zle Is hard! All the answers are words 
about time. 

B: I’m really good at crossword puzzles. 

A: OK, if you’re so good, help me out. What time-word has two m’s 
and means “one thousand years"? 

B: That’s easy. Millennium, 

A: Wow 1 You are good 1 
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Which is better: “The 
house burned down” 
or “The house burned 
up”? 



Neither. They’re both bad! 


To burn down is used mainly about buildings. To burn 
up means that something burns completely so that noth¬ 
ing is left. Either way, the outcome is bad! When talking 
about people, to burn someone up means “to make them 
very angry.” 


A: Did you see the paper this morning? The Smiths’ house com¬ 
pletely burned down yesterday. 

B: Did it burn up their art collection, too? It was really valuable, I 
hear. 

A: Yes, I’m afraid so. 

B: You know, it really burns me up that we don’t have better fire pro¬ 
tection in this town I I’m going to write the city council to com¬ 
plain about that. 
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What is the similarity 
between U Z + Z = 5” and 
your left hand? 



Neither is right. 


Right can mean “correct.” In this sense, the answer to 
the math problem Isn’t right. Right is also the opposite 
of “left.” 


A: Gan you givo me directions to the post office? 

B: Sure. Go down three bl<)cka and turn right. Then go one block and 
turn left. 

A: Right and then left? 

B: Right! 

A: Right and then right ? 

B: No, no, right and then left! 
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An angle. 

Right has yet another meaning in geometry: a 90” angle. 


A: If a right angle has ninety degrees, how many degrees does a left 
angle have? 

B: I guess a left angle has ninety degrees, too. 

4: Wrong! There’s no such thing as a left angle! 

B: Ooops, you’re right! I never was very good at geometry... 
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What is it that a man 
can use for shaving, 
polishing his shoes, 
and sleeping in? 



A razor, a brush, and a pair of pajamas. 


No one said that th<> answer had to be one item for all 
three activities I 


A: Look, I Just bought a n< *w, all ln-one travel kit. 
B: What’s In it? 

A: There’s a razor, a brush, and a pair of pajamas. 
B: What, no traveler's checks? 

A: I wish! 
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What is all over the 
house? 



The roof. 

All over usually means “everywhere in a place.” All 
over can also mean “to cover completely.” To complicate 
things, all over can also mean “to be finished or ended.” 


A: Yuck! What is this sticky stuff all over your kitchen floor? 

B: It's bug spray. It’s all over the house, not just in the kitchen. We 
found out we had termites. They came and put huge plastic sheets 
all over the house and sprayed everywhere. We had to leave for 
two days. 

A: It’s good that you found the termites. If you let them eat away for 
too long, it’s all over l 
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What is a UFB? 



An Unidentified Flying Banana. 

The acronym II TO stands for “Unidentified Flying 
Object.” This is what flying saucers and mysterious 
objects in the sky are called. This riddle puts a twist on 
this expression. 


Timothy loved pi. tylnj joke is. One day, he contacted the aviation 
authorities and told th m ho had seen a UFO. When asked to describe 
it, he told them it was long, curved, and yellow. He said it might be 
called a “UFB.” When he told them what that was, no one thought it 
was funny. 
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How do you spell 
“mousetrap” with 
only three letters? 



C-A-T. 


Mousetraps are made to catch mice. Some are made of 
wood, others are made of something else. The American 
interest in inventing new technology is sometimes called 
“building a better mousetrap.” There’s an old saying: 
“Build a better mousetrap, and the world will beat a path 
to your door.” 


A: This place is infested with mice. I’ve set mousetraps all over the 
place, and I stm can’t get rid of them. 

B: Why don’t you try nature’s supreme mousetrap? 

A: And what would that be? 

B: I’ll give you a hint. It likes mice even more than it likes fish I 
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Section Eight 

Piece of Cake 


Piece of cake is an expression that means 
“very easy.” The riddles in this chapter all con¬ 
tain idioms. To understand the humor, you’ll 


need to understand the idioms 











Why did the piano 
student put her head 
on the piano? 



Because she wanted to play by ear. 

To play by ear is to play a musical instrument by 
remembering a tune you’ve heard and picking it out on 
the instrument without reading the music from a page. 


A: Marla, where did you learn to play that tune? 

B: I heard it a couple of times on the radio, and then sat down and 
picked it out on the piano. 

A That’s marvelous I Have you ever had any formal lessons? 

B: A few, but I don’t read music very well. I mostly play by ear. 
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Why did the man quit 
his job as a garbage 
collector? 



He was always down in the dmnps. 

A dump is the plnce where garbage is taken after it is 
collected from the houses. When people are down in the 
dumps, it means that they are sad and depressed. 


A: Where’s your smile, r 1? You look so down in the dumps! 

B: I’m not at all happy with my Job. I don’t like spending ail my time 
at the dump. I'm sick of being a garbageman. 

A: Then quit your job and find something you like to do. 

B: That’s easy for you to say...but It Is good advice. 
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A: What are you doing with that clock? 

B: I’m putting it in the oven... 

A: Are you crazy? 

B: Just kidding! I’m getting ready for a hot time at the party tonight, 
and thought I’d start a little early. 
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Why did the farmer 
plant sugar cubes? 



Because he wanted to raise Cain. 

To raise Cain means “to make noise” or “to cause a lot of 
trouble.” Cain is a character in the Bible who was one of 
the very first people, and was the first murderer, accord¬ 
ing to the story. To raise can mean both “to bring back 
from the dead" or “to cause to grow,” among other mean¬ 
ings. Sugar cane is th > plant from which sugar is made. 


To celebrate the success of the sugar crop, the workers raised 
Cain all night long. The next morning, they were back in the fields 
preparing them so they could niise next year’s crop of sugar cane. 
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Who has the strongest 
fingers in the world? 



A miser, because he’s always 

pinching pennies. 

To pinch means “to squeeze tightly in one’s fingers.” A 
person who pinches pennies— a penny-pincher— is a per¬ 
son who does not like to spend money. Another name for 
this sort of person is a miser. 


Michelle’s swimming teacher told her to huy a nose plug, because 
she always pinches her nose before she dives in the pool. Michelle is a 
bit of a miser, so she was going to buy the cheapest one she could find. 
The teacher told her not to pinch pennies, because a cheap nose plug 
wouldn’t work well. 
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Why was the mother 
flea so sad? 



Because her children 
were going to the dogs. 

A flea is a bloodsucking parasite that lives on dogs and 
cats. The expression to go to the dogs means “to go to 
ruin” or “to go with bad company.” 


A: Our poor dog Fldo has been : .civ i hing all day. Do you think he 
has fleas? 

B: Probably. m give him a bath. 

A: Good idea. I’ll bet he got them at the neighbors’ house. 

B: Yeah, their house has really gone to the dogs. 
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Why did the student 
always take cold 
baths? 



Because he didn’t want 
to get into hot water. 

When people are in hot water, it means that they are “in 
a lot of trouble.” 


When Bill was late to meet his girlfriend, he knew he was going to 
be in hot water. When he got to the restaurant, she was sitting and 
drinking hot tea, and glaring at him very angriiy. 
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When can a man be 
six feet tall and be 
short at the same 
time? 



When he is short of money. 


Six feet =1.83 meters. The expression to be short of 
means “to not have enough of something.” 


A: Hey, Jack I Can you lend me a couple of bucks? I’m a little short of 
cash, and I’d like to take Melissa to dinner and a movie. 

B: How can you be short? You Just got paid I OK, here’s twenty bucks. 

If you ask me, though, Melissa’s too short for a tall guy like you. 

A: Come on I Height doesn’t matter I She has a heart of gold. 
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What happens to a 
refrigerator when you 
pull its plug? 



It loses its cool. 


The word, cool normally means “somewhat cold.” To lose 
one’s cool is an expression that means “to become angry 
and lose control of one’s feelings.” 


A: Why is the ice cream all melted? 

B: Oh, no! I unplugged the fridge to clean behind it, and I forgot to 
plug it back in I It should still be cool, though. 

A: Well, it’s not 1 Look at this! Everything in the freezer is ruined! 
B: Don’t lose your cool! I’ll go to the store and replace everything. 
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Why did the teenager 
put sugar under her 
pillow? 


m 



She wanted to have sweet dreams. 

If something Is sweat, It has a taste like that of sugar. 
Sweet can also mean “nice” or “pleasant,” which is what 
it means in the expression to have sweet dreams. 

If you want to have sweet dreams, you must think pleasant 
thoughts. Eating a lot of candy beforo you go to bed will not give you 
sweet dreams. It will only give you a stomachache. 
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It knocked him cold 


An icicle is a long piece of ice that forms when water 
drips down and freezes. To knock someone cold means 
“to make someone unconscious by hitting him.” 


A: It has "been so cold lately! Have you noticed all the icicles hanging 
down from the rooftops? 

I B: Don’t talk to me about icicles! I was walking down the street and 
I one of them broke loose from a building 1 It just missed me! If it 

I had hit me, it probably would have knocked me cold! 


in 








Why are comedians 
like doctors? 



They keep people in stitches. 

Stitches are the pieces of thread that doctors use to hold 
together an Incision after a surgical operation. If you 
make people laugh helplessly, we say that you keep 
them in stitches. 


Derrick was always funny Even at a young age he could keep 
people in stitches with his Jokes. As an adult, however, he decided to 
go into medicine. As a surgeon, he could keep people in stitches—hut 
of course, in a very different way I 


i 
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Section Nine 


It’s Not What You 
Think... 


The riddles in this section will lead you astray. 
More often than not, the first solution that 
comes to mind is not the solution to the riddle! 
There are no clues to help you with these, so it’s 
all up to you. 




What is the first thing 
that a gardener puts 
in the garden? 



His foot. 
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On what side of a 
school does an 
oak tree grow, 
traditionally? 



On the outside. 


117 



Do you say “Nine and 
five are thirteen/’ or 
“Nine and five is 
thirteen”? 



Neither. Ni e and five i s fourteen. 


i 
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What is the perfect 
cure for dandruff? 



Baldness. 




What do you call a 
person who doesn’t 
have all his fingers 
on one hand? 



Normal. 



What’s the best thing 
to take when you’re 
run over? 



The license plate number 
of the car that hit you. 
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How many months 
have twenty-eight 
days? 



All of them. 
























What’s the best 
way to find a pin 
in a rug? 



Take off your shoes and 
walk around barefoot. 
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How many bricks 
does it take to 
finish a house? 










W/'.V'-' 


Only one—the last one! 
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